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Adverbs of Frequency…
· …tell us how often something happens.

· …tell us how often something was true, is true, or will be true.

· …sometimes give more information about when things happen, such as on special occasions (“occasionally”).

· …tell us how often two things happen in relation to each other.


Some Adverbs of Frequency typically relate two (or more) things:
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· If the sentence has one verb in it (e.g. no auxiliary verb) we usually put the adverb between the subject and verb:

	subject
	adverb
	verb
	predicate
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usually
	goes
	to work by car.


· If the verb is to be—Simple Present (am/are/is) or Simple Past (was/were)—the adverb comes between the verb and predicate:

	subject
	verb
	adverb
	predicate

	Tom

I
	is

wasn’t
	often

usually
	late.

late.


· They are sometimes put at the beginnings or endings of sentences; for emphasis. [Note the commas (“,”)]

	adverb
	subject
	verb
	predicate

	Usually,
	Tom
	goes
	to work by car.

	subject
	verb
	predicate
	adverb

	Tom
	is
	late,
	often


· However, short answers are handled differently:

	A: Is she usually on time?
	(
	B: Yes, she usually is.

	A: Tell her not to be late 
	(
	B: She never is.


· The rule can be broken in certain cases:

	A: What are you doing here? Shouldn't you be at school?

	B
	I
	normally
	am
	at school at this time,
	but my teacher is ill.


	A: You're late again!

	B:
	I
	usually
	am
	late on Mondays because the traffic is so bad.

	A: Tom is late again!

	B:
	Tom
	usually
	is
	late!


	I
	never
	was
	very good at math.


· If the verb has two or more parts (e.g., “doesn’t like”, “had been coming”), the adverb goes after the first part:
	subject
	verb 1
	adverb
	verb 2
	predicate

	I

Anne

The kids
	can

doesn't

have
	never

usually

often
	remember

smoke.

complained
	his name.

about the teacher’s tests.


· In sentences with "have to" the adverb comes first:
	subject
	adverb
	verb 1
	verb 2
	predicate

	We
	often
	have to
	wait
	for the bus.


· Exceptions:
· “always” can’t go at the beginnings or endings of sentences.
· “never”, “seldom”, and “rarely” can’t go at the ends of sentences.
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