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Objectives

This lesson gives the students a chance to practice using a dictionary and framing questions to ask others for help. They’ll also become acquainted with English crossword puzzles.

Suggested Procedure

Activity:

This is a competition. Choose teams. If you have a feeling that some in the group may have more lexical skills, try to balance things out.

For each of the two puzzles, in turn:

Hand out the puzzle. Each team gets one copy of the tableau. Each student can have a copy of the clues.

Explain “ACROSS” and “DOWN”.

For the first puzzle, show how you find the answer (1-ACROSS), and write it in. Give the students an opportunity to find the answer (“map”); don’t just feed it to ‘em.

Recommend using a pencil as the implement of choice for filling in the puzzle, so they can erase, should the team have to fix an earlier mistaken “answer.”

Sic the teams on their puzzle.

The students will no doubt try to pressure you to give them free answers. Just give them clues; don’t give them answers.

When a team thinks they have a completed puzzle, check it, quickly. If they made a mistake, circle the offending area(s) and give it back so they can readdress it.

When a team correctly completes the puzzle, stop the game and address any questions.
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