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But, before we do that, let’s explain a few expressions: 

Wall Street Journal: The premiere “conservative” American financial newspaper.

Gypsies: Various races of nomadic people in Europe. They’ve long been accused of many illegal activities, typically involving confidence schemes, and also kidnapping.
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“Tough Love”: The basic idea is that, when you love someone, you sometimes have to be “tough” with them, out of a sense that 1) you want to give them what they need, and 2) what they need is some discipline. The phrase was coined by Bill Milliken, and used as the title of his book on the subject, published in 1968. The expression has entered the popular vernacular.

Now, on with the clip!

( 1:08

Stephen: Thank you, Ladies and Gentlemen! Nation: Nation, America tragically continues to fall behind the Chinese. It seems like no matter what we do, they stay thirteen hours ahead! Whose side are you on, International Date Line!

And my guest tonight, Amy Chua—and I hope I’m mispronouncing that correctly—knows exactly who is to blame for what is wrong with America: Mom! Jim?:

George Stephanopoulis: “Why Chinese Mothers are Superior”; that’s what the Wall Street Journal put over excerpts from the memoir of Amy Chua, who calls herself a “tiger mother” because of her strict parenting methods…
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Andrea Canning: Amy Chua doesn’t believe in play dates, sleepovers… She even threatened to burn her daughter’s stuffed animals if she didn’t play the piano perfectly.

Stephen: If she’s burning stuffed animals, I think it’s probably best the kids don’t sleep over.
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Now, in her defense, Ms. Chua says that her book, The Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, has been completely misinterpreted. By the way kids, it is a great read, and your book report is due in an hour or I’m going to sell you to the gypsies! Now! (Gotta motivate ‘em!)… “Tough love!”

Now I’ve always believed… I’ve always believed moms alone determine how our kids turn out. Couldn’t be dads: We’re never there. Hands are clean! Now…. No fingerprints. Now…
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Ms. Chua points out where western mothers have it all wrong, writing:

“…If a child comes home with an A-minus on a test, a Western parent will most likely praise the child. The Chinese mother will gasp in horror and ask what went wrong… If a Chinese child gets a B—which would never happen—there would first be a screaming, hair-tearing explosion.” (page 52)
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…And, if they get an ‘F’, they become part of the “Bodies Exhibit”. Now… That’s where they get the bodies! I always wondered. Now…

This book has upset a few people, including New York Times columnist David Brooks, who says Chua’s parenting style shortchanges kids. Quote:

“Practicing a piece of music for four hours…is nowhere near as cognitively demanding as a sleepover with 14-year-old girls.”

A trenchant observation on the development of interpersonal dynamics, which has sparked the question, “Why does David Brooks know so much about sleepovers with 14-year-old girls?”
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Now, I will let Ms. Chua respond to the criticism in just a bit, so stay tuned… And to any children of tiger moms out there watching: What the hell are you doing watching TV! What if she catches you! Get back to that Mendelssohn Concerto before she drowns your bunny!
( 4:10

( 13:57

Stephen: Welcome back, everybody! My guest tonight is a Yale professor who has written a controversial book about the demands Chinese mothers put on their children. Not Harvard? Her mother must be so disappointed. Please welcome… Amy Chua!

Hey, Professor! Thank you so much for coming!

Now, madam, let’s get right into this, here. Your new book, the Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother, has both enraged and secretly threatened mothers across America. They think you’re wrong, but privately think maybe you’re right!... and doubt how they’re raising their own children. Did you achieve your goal?

Amy: No! I… uh… Stephen, the first thing…

Stephen: You know this reaction has happened…?

Amy: Uh, yes, I do. It’s a little surprising. The book is a memoir. It’s supposed to be funny. It’s a self-parody. It’s about how I tried to raise my two daughters the same way my strict Chinese immigrant parents raised me. It is about some of the strengths that I think I… that I believe that system has. But it’s also about my mistakes, and making fun of myself, and how I ultimately had to pull back from that kind of <crosstalk/unintelligible>…

Stephen: Oh, no, no! Don’t pull back! Don’t pull back! I think the strengths of this. The… the… the firmness that you have with those kids… Uh, I mean… I know you,… your Chinese-American. You’re not Chinese.

Amy: Yeah.
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Stephen: But… There is a political… there is a political component, here. We are terrified of the Chinese, ever since the Olympic Opening Games! Right? You know? We think they’ve got more discipline than we do! We’ve got to start training our kids like that! Can your kids, like, paint with their feet and be human drums and fly around stadiums and stuff?

Amy: Yeah! Yes! They’re good at that!

Stephen: People have accused you of saying that the Chinese way of, uh, of raising a child—what Chinese mothers do—is superior to what Western mothers do. True or False:

Amy: Uh… FALSE. False: I… 

Stephen: So you raised your children…

Amy: …no, no…

Stephen: …in an inferior way? …was your choice.

Amy: No. I don’t…

Stephen: You’re saying… can I get you a bicycle to backpedal any faster, here?

Amy: I don’t believe… I do not believe that Chinese mothers are superior. In fact, it says on the cover, there,…

Stephen: Let me see…

Amy: …it says that it was supposed to be a story of how Chinese parents are better at raising kids than Western ones, …

Stephen: You memorized that!

Amy: …but instead… <laughs> …But instead, it’s about how I was humbled by 13-year-olds, …

Stephen: How were you humbled by 13-year-olds?

Amy: Well, at 13, my younger daughter really rebelled, and it was a little bit of a crisis, and I retreated a little bit. I gave her more choice… but don’t worry! Not all the way! There are a lot of things… There are a lot of things I think are really good about…

Stephen: What choice… what choice did you give her?

Amy: I’m really proud of the way I raised my kids.

Stephen: What choice did you give her?

Amy: I let her drop the violin…

Stephen: Uh huh.

Amy: …and play tennis instead.

Stephen: Did you at least… Did you at least make her play tennis with her violin? It’d be beautiful! It’d be beautiful!

Amy: Y’know, the values that… Anyone can be a Chinese mother. I’m not using the term… You could be a Chinese mother…

Stephen: Well, that a good… That’s a good question. I have the hips for it, but that’s a good question: Are there… Are there “Tiger Fathers” out there? Is your husband a tiger father? Is he as strict as you are?

Amy: Yeah! He is, he is. But I did all the work.

Stephen: So he doesn’t get to play “good cop” to your “bad cop”?

Amy: Uh… No… Not exactly. But these values…

Stephen: “Good cop”/”totalitarian cop”? What “values” are you talking about. Because you didn’t let your kids have sleepovers…? Right?

Amy: Right. They were… They were busy playing the violin and the piano.

Stephen: OK. OK, what else couldn’t they do? Play dates with their friends?

Amy: No so many between the ages of 9 and 13…

Stephen: …oh no: Not an important time for kids!

Amy: They have lots of friends!

[End of Transcript]
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