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Free relative clauses are noun clauses, using the “wh-“/”how” words (who, when, why, etc.) We all know what a noun is: School kids in English-speaking countries are always taught this handy expression: “A noun is a person, place, or thing.” Sometimes they hear, “…a person, place, thing, or idea (or feeling)”:
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	Lao Zi
(person)
	Scotland
(place)
	apple
(thing)
	kindness
(idea/feeling)


Simple pronouns/nouns in the Subject and Object positions look like this:
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A phrase is two or more words, together. Today, we’ll look at noun phrases using these relative pronouns:
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The idea is that you can make one kind of Noun Phrase—which can be used almost anywhere a noun can be used—by changing a regular sentence to use one of these relative pronouns.
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And, by now, you should know how to turn this into a question:
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Here are some more examples:
	what
	You want to go camping.
	Do you know what you want (to do)?
I know what you want (to do)!

	who
	He is coming tomorrow.
	Do you know who is coming tomorrow?
I know who is coming tomorrow.

	whom
	She gave the job to him.
	Do you know whom she gave the job to?
Do you know to whom she gave the job?
I know to whom she gave the job.

	where
	Our manager wants us to go abroad.
	Do you know where she wants us to go?
I know where she wants us to go.

	when
	He likes to eat Stinky Tofu on Friday evenings.
	Do you know when he likes to eat Stinky Tofu?
I know when he likes to eat Stinky Tofu.

	how
	He can come to the interview by bus.
	Do you know how he’s coming to the interview?
I don’t care how he comes to the interview.


Some More Stuff
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Here are some more things to keep in mind:
· This activity is about making free relative clauses. These are simple noun clauses. Bound relative clauses are different. “Bound” is the Past Participle of “bind”, which means “to tie one thing to another thing.” Here’s an example:
· The guy who I saw today went back to Kaoshaung.

Note that the relative clause (in bold) is bound to the Subject Noun Phrase “The guy” (It describes the guy).
· “Who” is usually OK… But sometimes “whom” is better. This is only true where the Noun or Noun Phrase is an Object (not a Subject).
· I didn’t see whom he gave the book to.

Note the relative clause (in bold).

· Note that the sentence above ends with a preposition (“to”). In general, this is supposed to be a bad thing to do. The fact is that this is quite often the form that English speakers/writers actually use. Sometimes, you can carry this preposition to the front of the Relative Clause:

· [image: image11.png]


I didn’t see to whom he gave the book.

· There is an interesting and complex case; when the free relative clause refers to an activity:

· He is knitting. (
In this case, you have to replace the unknown activity with a similarly tensed/aspected ‘do’:

· I wonder what he is doing.

Activity
The teacher will now guide you in an activity!
Notes

Need a place to write some notes? Use the space below!
is





He





Lao Zi.
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Verb





Object





what





where





when





how





why





who





whom





She wants to go to the Night Market.





She wants to go [     where     ].





where





she wants to go





Subject    verbs     prep       Objecti





You  know where she wants to go!





Subject   verb                 Objectd

















You  know where she wants to go!





Subject   verb                 Objectd





Do  you know where she wants to go?





Verb aux. Subject  verb               Objectd





A man bound to a chair
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