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This class is about the common usages to support change over time, or the tying of one set of changes to another.
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Write the word “as” on the board. I usually say something about how the “simplest” words in a language are sometimes the most complicated!
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Go around the room, reading the text at the top of the handout, in class. Address any vocab issues, e.g.:
· v.) to dote: I tell them a story about a doting father I saw in Dongshi. I also do some whiteboard work to illustrate the story.

· v.) to assemble: Before they get to this word, I take my pen out of my pocket and disassemble it. When someone invariably asks about this word, I assemble my pen, while using the word in a simple sentence (i.e., “I will now assemble my pen.”).
Note: Stop before the comparatives listing [“big (bigger) …”.].
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I also ask this question: “The father took a photo every day, for 10 years. How many pictures would that be?” Someone—or two students—always pipe up with the answer.
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Proceed with the comparatives listing. Again, go around the room, giving some number of comparatives to each student to read. Note that the comparative forms with the ellipses [“interesting (more …)”] are seeking to elicit the full comparative (“interesting… more interesting”). Deal with any vocab inquiries.
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Now, look at the first of the three tense/aspect inflected forms (Simple Past). Each form also shows 1) the two variants for most conjoined forms, and 2) the fact that either “get” or “become” will do. Ask students to make sentences, freely choosing variant words/phrases (e.g., “got” or “became” / “bigger” or “less silly”).
At this point, I often draw my usual time diagram on the board, and pepper it with inflected forms of key verbs (“get” vs. “got”, etc.)
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Now, watch the video.
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After the video, ask this question: “How did Natalie change as she got older?” Go around the room and get answers that hew to the just-reviewed pattern.
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We then look at the second form (Simple Present) and generalize the question to kids in general.
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After that, we look at the third form (Present Progressive), and I elicit inquiries as to how the students feel they’re changing as they get older.
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Finally, I also teach the generalized form “As time goes by, <such-and-such> is getting <comparative>”. I then ask the student these questions:
· How are your parents changing as time goes by?

· How is Taiwan changing as time goes by?
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Extra Bonus Tip!
If you can write Chinese, you might want to open up with this bit of Chinese:
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Then, later, you can erase that “A” and replace it with “lai” (“come”):
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