[image: image1.png]@ CROVORS o | R BG -EEE



[image: image2.png][

\

\
p U %

M

i
e
]



[image: image1.png]

Vocabulary

	Brit. slang n.) boffin(s)
	n.) crowdfunding
	acronym) EEG
(electroencephalograph)

	idiom) to pick up on <signals>
	adj., n.) canine
	idiom) “on a shoestring”


Reading

A group of Swedish boffins have gathered enough money through crowdfunding to try and bridge the gap between animals and humans. 
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They claim that their new invention, No More Woof, translates a dog’s thoughts into words.

A headset is strapped to the animal’s head, reads EEG signals from the dog’s brain, and then attempts to translate those thoughts into English. The gadget uses a small Raspberry Pi computer to make the translations.

But No More Woof is actually a bit crude. It seeks to convey only general feelings, like “I am tired” or “I am hungry”; the kinds of things dog owners have been picking up on since the dawn of canine domestication.
However, if you are worried that you and your dog are not communicating properly, No More Woof goes on sale April 2014 for US$600 and will also be available in Spanish, French, and Mandarin.
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The project was developed on a shoestring, raised largely from donations. They have already raised US$16,000, way beyond their initial target of US$10,000.

They admit that their project is still in its infancy and will need ongoing support and development.

Discussion

· Do you have any pets? Do you think you know what they’re thinking/feeling? How? Do you have an interesting animal communication story?
· What do you like about this project?
Is there anything about the idea of No More Woof that bothers you?

· Do you know of any other strange products like this?

Cloze (Homework!)

Fill in the blanks, below, using words from the Vocabulary section at the top of page one of this handout. Be sure to apply any needed grammatical inflections (plurals, singular/3rd-person/Simple Present ‘-s’, etc.):
· An ____ is an older and fairly crude device which records electrical impulses emanating from neural firings in the brain. These days, neuroscientists __________ prefer to use an MRI, which more precisely ______ ___ ___ the locations of these firings.
· It’s strange to reflect on the fact that wolves, coyotes, and your household dog are all basically _________!
· If you don’t mind starting a creative or technical project ___ __ _______________, you might try __________________ it on the Internet.
Raspberry Pi, Model B
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