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Vocabulary

	n.) satire
v.) satirize
adj.) satirical
	n.) hypocrisy
adj.) hypocritical
n.) hypocrite (a person)
	v.) pontificate

	adj.) lax
v.) lax (on/about <s.t.>)
	n.) vice
	n.) junta

	adj.) elite
	n.) hoi polloi
	n., v.) jab


Reading

People love to make fun of other people. Sometimes, of course, they're just plain cruel, such as when they tease a disabled person. But there's a whole other kind of teasing―professional teasing, you might say―which can rise to the level of true satire.

What's the difference between teasing and satire? Playwright Dario Fo said it has to do with the target of the teasing: If helpless people are the target, it's teasing; if powerful people are the target, it's satire.
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Satire’s main purpose is to expose hypocrisy among the powerful. Consider Molière's play Tartuffe. The character Tartuffe is a religious hypocrite: He ceaselessly pontificates on the lax morals of those around him, while indulging his own vices whenever he thinks he can get away with it.

In modern democratic republics, satire is recognized as a part of the basic cultural right of “free expression”. But sometimes the powerful don't appreciate having light shed on their hypocrisies, and act decisively. The famous Argentine cartoonist Quino had to flee Argentina during "The Dirty War"; a time in the 1970's when the military junta was "disappearing" dissenting citizens at a brisk pace.

Bruno Bozzetto is an Italian animator, perhaps most famous for his Allegro Non Troppo; a cartoon modeled after Disney's Fantasia, but with a sharper satiric edge.

Let's watch Bruno's take on Antonín Dvorák's Slavonic Dance #7. It's a wonderful bit of satire; in part because it spreads the love around a bit: The elite fellow and the hoi polloi each get a jab! Whom do you think Bozzetto is trying to satirize?
Cloze
Fill in the blanks in the following sentence, using the Vocabulary given at the top of the first page of this handout. Be sure to apply any needed grammatical inflection (plural, tense/aspect, etc.):

· He’s a typical ________; he gets all hot under the collar when the _____ _________ get the better of him.

· She was about to tell my parents about my plans to put off university a year and travel around the world, but I gave her a _____ in the ribs.

· She’s a bit ________________ about diet. She complained about my eating chocolate cake at the coffee shop… when she’s the one who ordered it!

· If he’s going to the party, then I don’t think I’ll go. I don’t think I could stand another evening listen to him _______________ about political correctness.

· Don’t take Aunt Winnie to that movie; it’s a _________, and she doesn’t really “get” _________! [Clue: They’re both the same word!]
· He’s pretty _____ about his hygiene. He’ll go for days without a shower, and sometimes comes to work a bit “whiffy”.

· Cigarettes are my only real ______.

· For most of the 1950’s, Guatemala was ruled by a brutal ________. If you expressed any disapproval of official policy, there was a good chance you’d get “disappeared” in the night.
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