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Vocabulary

	n.) lobbyist
n., v.) lobby
	idiom.) “all over the map”
	n., adj.) pariah

	n.) entirety
adj.) entire
	idiom) “to sell your soul”
	n., adj.) vigilante


Reading
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In Jason Reitman’s movie, Thank You for Smoking, Nick Naylor is a lobbyist. He speaks for Big Tobacco in the halls of Congress, and on popular TV shows.

Popular attitudes towards smoking through U.S. history have been all over the map: There were even times when smoking was thought to be healthful! But today, smoking is a pariah habit: People don’t like it. Many even despise it.

The entirety of Thank You for Smoking is fascinating, and very well-written. For starters, we’ll watch the first few minutes, where Nick is on the (fictional) Joan TV show, and see him in action.(
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So the question is: How do you feel about Nick? He’s obviously very talented—arguably using the gifts life has given him—yet some would say he’s sold his soul to a misery-generating machine.
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Now, let’s watch another clip. Here, we see Nick as a target of vigilante justice. (
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Nick Naylor doesn’t
hide the truth...

he filters it.
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	ACROSS

2. Jason the film maker

3. Hate

5. Indirect or previously used (two words)

7. Far ranging in appearance or effect (four words)

8. American deliberative, lawmaking bodies (House of Reps and Senate)
	DOWN

1. A person or group that dispenses extrajudicial justice

4. Culturally established as evil or deeply wrong

6. Nick the lobbyist


What do you think? Do you feel Nick deserves some measure of respect? Why? Why not?








Does he�deserve�to die?
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