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Vocabulary

	n.) gazebo
	n.) shrine
	n.) boulder

	adj.) ornate
	n.) glaze
	n.) soot, tar
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Reading

I’ve lived in Taiwan for over nine years. I taught English to little kids in Dongshi for the first 4 of those years.

Dongshi sits up against one of Taiwan’s central mountain ranges. There’s a road that heads out of town, into the mountains, eventually arriving at the Dongshi Forest Preserve. Even now, when I visit Dongshi, I’ll often take a hike up that road.
I always stop at a little temple along the way. If the weather is bad, I sit in a gazebo to the left of the shrine. If the weather is nice, I sit on a large boulder under a tree.

As with temples in Taiwan, this one also has an ornate “furnace” where you can burn “ghost money”. One day, I noticed that this furnace had interesting tile artwork. These were cartoon pictures, painted onto tiles with glaze, and fired. They seemed to be telling little stories of some kind.

So one day I brought my camera, and also some rice wine and a rag. I cleaned off as much of the dust, soot, and tar as possible from these little tile cartoons, and took pictures.
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I later showed these to a local buddy, Mr. Wu, and he said, “Oh! These are from The 24 Xiao!” He went on to explain some of the stories to me. I found them fascinating.

Let’s have a look at these pictures, and then talk about them.

Discussion:

· Let’s look at my pictures of these tile images. Do you know the stories for any (or all) of them? If not, care to take a guess?
· What kinds of moral instruction did you receive from your family, or from school?

· How do Chinese people feel about these ideas today?
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Cloze (Homework!)

Please fill in the following blanks with words from the Vocabulary section at the top of page one of this handout. Be sure to apply any needed grammatical inflections (plurals, gerunds, singular/3rd-person/Simple Present ‘-s’, etc.):

· Dishware makers used to use a ________ containing a uranium compound to make a special pink color! Needless to say, they don’t use it, anymore!

· The chimney needed to be cleaned, it was so full of ______ and _____ that there was a chance it might catch fire.

· A lot of homes and businesses in Taiwan have little ___________ where people can do their baibai to their god or gods.

· I like those little ___________ you find when climbing a mountain path. It’s nice to have a place to rest, from time to time, while hiking.

· I don’t like _________ thing. I like simple, flat surfaces and clean lines.

· In the last typhoon, a huge ___________ broke loose from a mountain and completely blocked a road. It took weeks for a cleanup crew to remove it!
That little “furnace” for burning ghost money.





You worship in a temple.





You worship at a shrine.





ornate
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