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In 1998, a fine arts painter named Lowell Boileau approached the city council of Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. with a radical proposal. Ankor Wat, Rome, Athens, Zimbabwe, Ephesus: They all invite tourists to come from around the world to marvel at the faded glory of their ruins.

Well, why not Detroit?
Detroit used to be a bustling city, full of life; a center of tremendous industrial energy. It even had some cachet as a cultural center. For example, the legendary Diego Rivera came to do a massive, automotive industry-themed fresco mural at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

	

	( Know Your Ruins (
Can you identify and tag these ruins?: A: Athens / B: Rome / C: Ankor Wat / D: Detroit
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Boileau openly admits that his original purpose was “tongue-in-cheek”; really just a ploy to shame the city council.

But years have gone by, and Boileau has had a change of heart: He now earnestly wishes to have the city invest in some preservation, historical research, and a global public relations campaign to get the world to come and see the Ruins of Detroit!

Discussion
· Do you want to visit the Ruins of Detroit? Why? Why not?

· Why do you think a civilization’s period of greatness eventually fades and dies?

· One day, our own thriving cities and town could fall into decay and death. Is there anything we can do to forestall this? Or, at least, soften the blow? 
Lowell Boileau

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Diego Rivera




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Written for advanced ESL use by Ron Z.

Updated: 1/17/2013 1:15 PM
[image: image7.png]

[image: image10.jpg]


[image: image11.jpg]


[image: image12.jpg]


[image: image13.jpg]


