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Vocabulary

	adv.) vaguely
adj.) vague
	n.) gibberish
v.) gibber
	n.) workaround


Reading
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"In January of 2002," writes the neuroscientist Oliver Sacks, "I received a letter from Howard Engel, a Canadian novelist describing a strange problem."
On July 31, 2001, Engel woke up, dressed, made breakfast, and then went to the front door to get his newspaper. "I wasn't aware," he said, "that it was any different from any other morning."

But it was. When he looked at the front page—it was the Toronto Globe and Mail—the print on the page was unlike anything he had seen before. It looked vaguely "Serbo-Croatian or Korean," or some language he didn't know. To verify that this wasn’t some kind of prank, he went to his bookshelf, pulled out a book he knew to be in English, and found that it too was in the same gibberish.

Engel had suffered a stroke while he slept. It damaged the part of his brain we use when we read. His eyes worked. He could see shapes on a page, but they had simply stopped making sense to him. And because Engel writes for a living, this was a particularly nasty blow. "I thought, well I'm done as a writer. I'm finished."

In his letter to Dr. Sacks, Engel describes his solution, or rather, his workaround, which you will see in the video.
Activities
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· Do you know of a story where someone worked around a serious problem in order to get on with their life? Tell us about it!
Postscript: Engel is writing again. He continues to write novels and in 2007 published a memoir, The Man Who Forgot How to Read.
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 (Watch the Video)
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