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Vocabulary
	v.) have
	v.) own
	v.) keep

	n.) thing(s)
	n.) stuff
	v.) get rid of <s.t.>

	v.) throw <s.t.> away
v.) throw away (the thing(s))
	v.) give <s.t.> away
v.) give away (the thing(s))
	v.) sell <s.t.>
v.) sell (the thing(s))


Reading
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Chris McNaught read a news story. A woman decided she had too much stuff. She got rid of many of her things, and now owns only 300 things.

Chris started to think about all the stuff he owns. He had comic books, a “Hot Wheels”™ model car collection, old college yearbooks, and lots of other stuff. He realized that he didn’t really care about many of these things. He also decided to get rid of his unwanted things.

[image: image5.emf]He started with the easy stuff; things he knew for sure he didn’t value anymore, like the yearbooks. Then he realized that he didn’t need more than three spoons. If he needed more for a party, he could borrow some. He was surprised to find that he had 40 pairs of socks.
Finally, there were two teddy bears his mother gave him when he was a boy. What would he do? Would he keep them? Throw them away? Sell them? Give them away? In the end, he kept them.
He now has a little under a thousand possessions. He still hopes to get this number down to five hundred some day.

Carefully thinking about each of his possessions has made him more aware of what’s really important in life.
Questions
· How do you feel about your possessions?

· What do you have that you need? What could you get rid of?
· Did you ever get rid of something, then later wish you hadn’t gotten rid of it?
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	ACROSS

2. The importance you give to things

6. Popular stuffed toy (two words)

8. The things you own

10. Thinks you don't want anymore
	DOWN

1. The book that a school makes every year

3. Things, together

4. Suddenly know to be true

5. The countable stuff

7. Conscious (of)

9. The uncountable things


Chris
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